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In 2003, Antonio Ruiz 
Barbarín, architect and 
associate professor of 
the UPM’s School of 
Architecture, told me that 
he had been invited by Mr. 
Jiang Jing Hong, an emi-
nent Chinese entrepreneur 
and building contractor 
from the city of Shanghai, 
to participate in an inter-
national competition to 
design a Master Plan for 
the reconstruction of the 
city of Baotou in the In-
ner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region (China).

On the following day we were received by the city’s mayor. Aboard a massive white limousine, we toured the old town 
that was to be demolished. During the visit, the Chinese authorities asked Dr. Ruíz Barbarín which buildings were 
and which were not worth saving. Amazement registered on our faces. It looked as if the dream might very well come 
true. After collating all the technical information, we explored every corner of the city in the company of Mssrs. Fei 
Chunlu, president of the Baotou Longzang Real Estate Co. Ltd., and Jian Jin Hong, the project mentor, taking the 
photos that were to constitute the groundwork of the project.

A few days later we returned to Madrid, where the team of architects worked frenetically for the next two months. 
Never in their wildest dreams could they have imagined that they, like Le Corbusier in Chandigarh or Niemeyer in 
Brasilia, would get the chance to design a city housing a population of 500,000...

Tras enterarnos que habíamos sido seleccionados 
junto a estudios de arquitectura alemanes y franceses
para participar en el concurso internacional para la 
planificación urbanística de Baotou, nos pusimos a 
trabajar con entusiasmo...
Cantidad de acuarelas se crearon en una bella mezcla 
de técnica arquitectónica y arte.

I was extremely pleased at the prospect. 
It was a huge challenge to rebuild a city, a 

large part of which had been destroyed years 
earlier by an earthquake that had left 

only 11 temples standing.

Dr. Ruiz Barbarín and his team were invited, alongside other 
French and German architectural firms, to learn the details of 
the competition in situ in 2003. I could not let such a great news 
opportunity slip, and i joined the group to offer full coverage of 
the visit.

Without a second thought, we eagerly set off for Inner Mongolia. 
A grand reception awaited us upon our arrival at Baotou. A huge 
crowd had gathered in the city’s enormous park, where, after the 
political speeches of welcome to the “international town planning 
experts”, we boarded a large helicopter to overfly the land in the 
Beilang district on which the new town was to be built.

The project that they designed happened to be shaped like a fish, which is a 
Chinese totem and a feature that the Chinese authorities were to rate highly.
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We returned to Baotou in October for the project presentation. Amongst our luggage was a massive wooden box con-
taining the scale model of the Master Plan, and the result of hundreds of hours of architectural drawing in the shape 
of plans and perspectives. Lots of watercolours were produced in a beautiful combination of architectural technique 
and art. 

We got into a tight spot at beijing airport, when it was discovered 
that the scale model would not fit into the hold of the aeroplane 
that was to fly us to Baotou. Mr. Jian Jin Hong got us out of the 
mess by arranging for it to be transported by lorry. but the ten-hour 
road trip between the Chinese capital and Inner Mongolia was a cause 
for concern. Would the scale model get there in time for the presenta-
tion of the finalist projects?

In the early evening we boarded the 
flight that was to take us to our des-
tination. The grand finale at which the 
finalists were to present their projects 
was to be held early the next day. The 
scale model arrived at the very last mi-
nute, as our presentation was coming 
to its end: the effect was unbelievable.

A gigantic fish was to shape the future city of Bao-
tou, and the massive scale model built using the basic 
materials of wood and plasticine set the stage. I can 
still hear the applause following upon the brilliant 
translation by our interpreter Trym Bagger.

Dr. Ruiz Barbarín’s 
magnificent project 

for the reconstruction 
of the Chinese city of Baotou 
sets an example for thousands 

of UPM students who hope
 to see their endeavour 
and hard work rewarded

 in the not so
 distant future.

Thanks to their tireless work, an excellent team of professionals rea-
lized their ambition and won the international competition for the 
urban development of Baotou city after competing in the final against 
the German architect Coersmeier.
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